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Rotorua MP Steve Chadwick has welcomed a call by the UN Commission on
the Status of Women (CSW) for participation by women at all levels of decision-
making.

The 50th session of the CSW is currently in progress in New York, focusing on
two themes it believes are crucial to women’s progress around the world: their
participation in development; and their role in decision-making in all areas of
society, from politics to business to media.

In a statement made to the CSW in her capacity as Chair of the Asian Forum of
Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFFPD) Standing
Committee on Women, Ms Chadwick focused in particular on HIV/AIDS, noting
with deep concern that women are disproportionately affected by poverty and
HIV/AIDS.

Worldwide, almost half the 40 million people living with HIV/AIDS are women.
Physically, women and girls are highly vulnerable to HIV, with gender
inequality, poverty and violence increasing their physiological risk and limiting
their ability to negotiate condom use, Ms Chadwick said.

“Women lack the opportunity and decision-making power to escape the twin
tyrannies of HIV/AIDS and poverty,” she said in her statement.

“The committee believes responses to the pandemic of HIV/AIDS will not be
effective unless they address the many power imbalances between men and
women — imbalances in family structures, in sexual relationships, in education,
in the economy, in cultural norms and in governance and decision-making at
national and local levels. It is these power imbalances, rather than simple
epidemiology, which have enabled HIV/AIDS to seize women in such a
powerful grip,” the statement said.

Strategies to respond to the HIV/AIDS crisis around the world have all too often
failed because they do not include a gender perspective, because women have
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not been involved in leading the formation of policies and the implementation of
strategies, Ms Chadwick said.

She said New Zealand’s official statement to the CSW also noted the global
challenge of empowering women to be decision makers in their own lives, and
affirmed the fundamental importance of ensuring women are able to make
decisions regarding their own bodies and sexual and reproductive health.

“After all, how can women make decisions at a government level when they can
not even make decisions about their own bodies,” she said.

Ms Chadwick noted that Wednesday 8" March is International Women’s Day,
with the connected theme of Women in Decision-making. Celebrated annually
since 1908, International Women's Day highlights women’s equality worldwide
and inspires women to achieve their full potential.

ENDS

Ms Chadwick was elected chair of the AFPPD Standing Committee on Women at the AFPPD
General Assembly last December, which she was attending as Chair of the New Zealand
Parliamentarians’ Group on Population and Development (NZPPD).
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